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AMENDMENTS TO THE CI AIMS 

The claims in this listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 



LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1-2. (Canceled) 



3. (Currently Amended) Tho rod connector of claim 1 
A rod connector, comprising: 

a connector main hndv swinoablv attached to a shank, said connector main hnriy 
comprising a recess configured to enoan e part of a spherical end portion of the shank , 
part of said spherical end portion exte n ding outside of said recess in a direction towards 
the shank: 

a rod supporting portion provid ed in the connector main body and configured for 
supporting a rod; and 

a pressure fixing device for p ressure fixing the rod to the rod supporting portion 
of the connector main body, wherein the rod supporting portion comprises convex 
portions at both ends of the rod supporting portion, each convex portion comprising a 
sharp distal end configured to be embedded into the rod. 



4. (Currently Amended) Tho rod connector of claim 1 
A rod connector, comprising: 

a connector main body swinoablv attached to a shank, said connector main body 
comprising a recess co nfigured to engage part of a spherical end portion of the shank. 
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part of said spherical end portion ext ending outside of said recess in a direction towards 
the shank: 

a rod supporting portion provided in the connector main body and configured for 
supporting a rod: and 

ajressure fixing device fo r pressure fixing the rod to the rod supporting portion 
of the connector main bo dy, wherein a supporting surface of the rod supporting portion 
comprises a rough surface. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) Th e rod connector of olaim - 1 
A rod connector, comprising: 

a connector main body swin gablv attached to a shank, said connector main body 
comprising a rec ess configured to engage part of a spherical end portion of the shank , 
part of said s pherical end portion extending outside of said recess in a direction towards 
the shank: 

a rod supporting portion provided in the connector main body and configured for 
supporting a rod; and 

a pressure fixing device for pressure fixing the rod to the rod supporting portion 
of the connector main body, wherein a rear end of the shank comprises a flange portion 
for preventing removal of the shank from an engaging member. 

7-10. (Canceled) 

3 
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